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his feet. He was content to labour in a subordinate
capacity, to have the substance without the pomp of
authority, the influence without the dignity of the Papal
power. For a long period in the Papal annals, Hilde-
brand alone seems permanent. Pope after Pope dies,
disappears; Hildebrand still stands unmoved, or is rising
more and more to eminence. The Italian might even
seem to trust, not without stern satisfaction, to the fatal
climate of his country, to wear out the rapid succession
of German pontiffs, who yet were rendering the great
service of regenerating the Popedom. One by one they
fall off, Clement, Dainasus, Leo, Victor, Nicolas. The
only one who rules for ten years is the Italian, Alex-
ander II.

While Hildebrand was thus rising to the height of

power, and becoming more and more immersed in the

affairs of the world, which he was to rule, his

Damiani.               ,                            .                           .                                   .

aged colleague in one of his important mis-
sions, the suppression of the married clergy in Loni-
bardy, Peter Damiani, beheld his progress with amaze-
ment, with friendly terror and regret. The similitude
and contrast between these two men is truly character-
istic of the age. Damiani was still a monk at heart;
he had been compelled by Pope Stephen, his persecutor,
as he called him, rather than his patron, to take upon
him the episcopate. He had been invested by the same
gentle violence in the rank of a Cardinal; and in that
character had wrought his temporary triumph in Milan.
Already had lie addressed an earnest argument to Pope
Nicolas II., to be allowed to abdicate the weary, un-
thankful, unmon-astic office. Damiani saw the monk, in
all but its personal austerity, departing from the cha-
racter of Hildebrand. Hildebrand could not com-
prehend the pusillanimity, and, as it were, spiritual